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It was 1852 when Joseph Erwin Ward and a group of surveyors came to the Bear 
Creek Valley. They returned to settle there three years later, obviously liking what 
they had seen. In 1854 more settlers came, followed by still more, populating the 
entire area and the rest is history. 

It sounds simple...but it wasn't. These first settlers followed very few roads and 
knew very few people. But they survived the harsh winters and hot summers and 
in 1858 the town of Lima was born. During the same year, the first town meeting 
was held and they elected officials. Elections from the first town meeting are 
shown below: 

 
A.D. 1858 

At the first town meeting held at house of N. 
Cannon 

in said town of Lima on the 6th day of April 1858, 
the 

following town officers were elected: 

E. Campbell, Chair 

E.W. Carpenter...........Supervisor 

R. Hallock................Supervisor 

N. Cannon..................Treasurer 

Chas Twiss...................Assessor 

John Holverson...........Town Clerk 

John Holverson...Superintendent of Schools 



N. Cannon..............Justice of peace 

Jos. Bradshaw.............Constable 

 

In the summer of 1857 the first school in Pepin county was established in the 
bedroom of Mrs. J.E. Ward. With need for more room, the citizens built the first 
log school in the 1860's, when the population of Lima Township was 175. By the 
1870's, only ten years later, the population sky-rocketed to 748. The majority of 
these immigrants came from Austria. Many of the families that came from Austria 
had the common last name of either Bauer or Brunner (which as a matter of fact, 
are still common names in our area today). The Brunners were my ancestors. 

The farm that I live on has been in the Brunner family since the first Brunners 
arrived about 111 years ago. 

 

Needless to say, the farm has been added to throughout the years, but the barn 
which you see here is over a century old. The log cabin that my ancestors built is 
now the living room of my house. It is really neat to know that the place that you 
have grown up in has been there for over one hundred years and is still in 
excellent condition. 



By 1885, the township of Lima had become an Austrian, 
Catholic community and the residents decided to build a 
church. They sent a group of representatives to see the 
Bishop to tell him what they wanted to do. Eventually he 
agreed and the church was built and named Holy Rosary 
Church. 

The first parochial school in the Lima area was opened in 
1915 and was called Sacred Heart School. Father Casper 

was the one who saw the need for a Catholic school. The school opened on 
September 1, 1915, with 45 students. By the end of the year, the number of 
students increased to 120. In 1931, under Father Eisenmann's leadership, the 
church added to the school creating a high school. Twenty-eight students 
attended the first year and the first graduation class had 6 students. 

In 1936, a new church was built to accommodate the larger size of the parish. The 
current church is shown below, with the school to the left of the church. In 1966 
the Sacred Heart High School closed, leaving only elementary school and junior 
high at Lima. By 1970, the Sacred Heart School became an elementary school with 
grades 1 through 6. In 1981, a new elementary school was built and was named 
Holy Rosary School. That building is still used today. 

In 1896 George Tarrant and his son put in the 
first telephone wire. Also, by 1905, the Lima 
area was receiving mail from the post office 
at the Tarrant Store. (The Tarrant store was 
operated by George Tarrant Sr. and was the 
first creamery and store in the Lima area.) 
This was a treat for all because before that time the nearest post office was in Eau 
Galle, a ten to fifteen mile trip. To get the mail, one of the Lima men would walk 
to Durand, row across the Chippewa River, walk to Eau Galle to get the mail for 
the area, and then go back. So, having mail at the Tarrant store was a lot easier. 

One of the first businesses established in the Lima Township was a saloon and a 
dance hall in 1893. John A. Brunner ran a store built in the early 1900's. In the 
1920's a bowling alley was established on the John Kohlman farm. There was also 
a bar which was opened in 1941 by Charlie Forster. It was called the 'Old Log 
Cabin Night Club' but now everyone knows it as Club 10. 



There you have it, the history of Lima Township. Although the area isn't quite 
what it was when our ancestors first moved to the land, it is still very beautiful 
and a very prosperous farming community...I couldn't think of a better place to 
live. 
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